Hunting – an ancient tradition and way of life – is it going to become extinct?

   Hunting with dogs is an ancient tradition.  But – in today’s modern world, it is viewed by many as a tradition that should be eliminated.  Why?  It is hard to determine.  For example, in the state of Ohio, the two main and well-used pointing dog field trial and hunting grounds are being closed by the state for future use.  Other field trial grounds are being shut down in Oregon, Illinois, and many other states.  Such actions affect seriously an important part of dog performance events and thus, the ability to determine good breeding stock and AKC titles.

   In some states such as Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia, dogs are used for deer hunting.  Using hound dogs to hunt deer is considered a revered tradition in Virginia and was practiced by George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.  Today about one quarter of the state’s registered 230,000 hunters hunt deer with dogs. Virginia is presently considering banning deer hunting with hounds and the hounds are howling.  Many hunters in Virginia fear the state wants to ban all hunting with dogs – even though state officials deny that. 

   Bird dogs face a declining number of wild game birds.  Most all hunting preserves (and field trials) use pen raised birds purchased from game bird breeders around the country.  The closing of field trial grounds across the U.S. will not only affect growth and production of sporting dogs, but will affect the game bird breeding business, AKC field trials and hunting tests.  

   One solution is to encourage the purchase of private grounds to use for performance events and personal hunting.  Encourage donations of grounds that would fall under 501/c3 situations.

Encourage state legislators to avoid supporting restrictive legislation that would close field trial grounds around the country.  Educate state legislators on the importance of preserving the history and maintaining the tradition of hunting dogs.  

   The newly established AKC Public Action Committee (PAC), which will be soliciting funds that would allow AKC to support candidates that support legislation important to AKC, should lobby as well for the protection of grounds historically designated for hunting and field trials.  All sporting breeds need this advocacy.
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